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Robert I (11 July 1274 – 7 June 1329), popularly known as Robert the was King of Scots from 1306 until his death in 1329. Robert was one of the most famous warriors of his generation, eventually leading Scotland during the Wars of Scottish Independence against England. He fought successfully during his reign to regain Scotland's place as an independent nation, and is today remembered in Scotland as a national hero.

Robert the Bruce supported his family’s claim to the throne and took part in William Wallace’s revolt against Edward I of England.

In February 1306 Robert seized the throne and was crowned king of Scots on 25 March 1306, at Scone. (Old Scone was the historic capital of the Kingdom of Alba (Scotland). In the Middle Ages it was an important royal centre, used as a royal residence and as the coronation site of the kingdom's monarchs. Around the royal site grew the town of Perth and the Abbey of Scone.)

Edward I’s forces defeated Robert in battle and he was forced to flee into hiding in Ireland, before returning in 1307 to defeat an English army and wage a highly successful guerrilla war against the English. In 1309 he was able to hold his first parliament , and a series of military victories between 1310 and 1314 won him control of much of Scotland.

At the Battle of Bannockburn in June 1314 he defeated a much larger English army under Edward II, confirming the re-establishment of an independent Scottish monarchy. The battle marked a significant turning point, and, freed from English threats, Scotland's armies could now invade northern England, with Robert launching devastating raids into Lancashire and Yorkshire. Robert also decided to expand his war against the English and create a second front by sending an army under his younger brother, Edward, to invade Ireland, appealing to the native Irish to rise against Edward II's rule.

