PRESIDENTS’ DAY
In February, the United States honors two great American presidents: Abraham Lincoln, on February 12th, and George Washington, on February 22nd. These two days are combined into one legal holiday on the third Monday in February, called Presidents' Day.
Both presidents have been honored in different ways. George Washington is the only president to have a state named after him. The nation's capital, Washington D.C., also has his name. There are cities, towns, streets, schools, bridges, and parks named after both President Lincoln and President Washington. Both have famous memorials in Washington, D.C. Their portraits also appear on postage stamps, bills, and coins. 
Washing​ton's house in Mount Vernon and Lincoln’s home in Illinois are national museums.
Cherry pie is a traditional food for Washington's Birthday because of a popular legend. It is said that as a boy Washington chopped down his father's cherry tree. When asked by his father, he admitted to his wrongdoing and said "I cannot tell a lie."
Background
George Washington, Known as the "Father of His Country" was born February 22nd, 1782, in Westmore​land County, Virginia.
Washington helped shape the beginning of the United States in three important ways. First, he was the com​mander in chief of the Continental Army that won independence for 13 British colonies from Great Britain in the Revolutionary War. Secondly,in 1787, Washington served as president of the Constitutional Convention that wrote the United States Constitution. Lastly, George Washington was the first elected pres​ident of the U.S. He was the only president to be elected unanimously. He served a second term of office and refused a third term. He died on December 14lh, 1799, at Mount Vernon at the age of 67.
Lincoln was born on February 12th, 1809, in a log cabin in Kentucky. He was elected the 16th President of the United States. It is said that, if he had not lived, the United States might be two countries today, instead of one. Lincoln was president during a difficult period of American history. Just before he started his presidency, seven southern states broke away from the United States forming their own country. It was called the Confederate States of America and elected their own president, Jefferson Davis. The country was divided and involved in a civil war. President Lincoln was able to end the conflict and unite the country.
President Lincoln is praised and remembered for his belief in democracy, in the equality of all men and his fight for freedom for all. He believed slavery to be a cruel and evil practice. His famous speech "The Gettysburg Address" expresses his ideals. It has become a lasting symbol of democracy for the American people.
On January 1st, 1863, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation which freed the slaves. Two years later, the 13th Amendment of the Constitu​tion ended slavery in all parts of the United States.
President Lincoln was assassinated on April 9th, 1865. He was shot to death while watching a play in Ford's theater in Washington, D.C. The assassin was John Wilkes Booth, an actor, who thought he was help​ing the South.
1.    Match words with similar meanings
1.        chop____________ a. say no
2.         admit               ___    b. freedom
3.         wrongdoing      ___  с. tell the truth
4.         elect                ___     d. bring together
5.         refuse              ___    e. choose
6.         conflict__________  f.  with complete agreement
7.         independence_____ g. fault
8.         ideal____________ h. cut   .
9.     unanimously    __        i. problem                                     
10.  unite                    -        j. the best
 2.    Cross out the word that does not belong
1.  chop               a. meat
    b.  wood
    c.   milk
    d.  onions
2.  admit              a.  a mistake
   b. an error
   с. a fault
   d. a television
3.  refuse            a. a wall
   b. to eat
   с.  a gift
    d. to sing
4.  elect           a. a president
   b. a spouse 
   с. a senator
   d. a judge
5.  unite              a. people
   b. countries 
   с.  a dress 
   d. states
6.  wrongdoing   a. to help a sick person.
    b. to steal
    с. to hurt someone
    d. to lie
 
 

 
 
 

