Easter is a Christian festival and holiday celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ on the third day after his crucifixion. Easter is preceded by Lent, a forty-day period of fasting, prayer, and penance. Good Friday commemorates the crucifixion and death of Jesus. Easter is referred to in English by a variety of different names including Easter Day, Easter Sunday, Resurrection Day, and Resurrection Sunday.

Easter is a moveable feast, meaning it is not fixed in relation to the civil calendar. The date of Easter is established as the first Sunday after the full moon following the March equinox. 
The date of Easter according to the Gregorian calendar therefore varies between 22 March and 25 April. Eastern Christianity (e.g. Russian Orthodox Church) bases its calculations on the Julian calendar in which the celebration of Easter therefore varies between 4 April and 8 May.

Easter is linked to the Jewish Passover by much of its symbolism, as well as by its position in the calendar. In many languages, the words for "Easter" and "Passover" are etymologically related. Easter customs vary across the Christian world, but attending sunrise services, exclaiming the Easter greeting, decorating Easter eggs…are common motifs. Additional customs include egg hunting, the Easter Bunny, and Easter parades, which are observed by both Christians and some non-Christians.
Palm Sunday is celebrated a week before Easter to commemorate Christ's triumphant arrival in Jerusalem to the cheers of the crowd that welcomed him waving palm leaves.

Later that week many of the people in that cheering crowd would be among those shouting that Jesus should be executed.

