ESL/British History Examination Questions  
1. Name the first inhabitants of the British Isles (3 groups). Talk about Iberians, Celts, and Britons. Talk about Druids and Bards. What Celtic kings/queens do you know? Talk about Boadicea and Caracatus.  
2. What is Stonehenge? Where is it located? Give five explanations of its origin and the purposes it was used for.  
3. Talk about Roman invasion to the British Isles. Roman emperors (Julius Caesar, Claudius, Hadrian) and their connection to Britain. When did they come to the British Isles? What British cities (towns) were built and named by Romans? Explain their names. What is Hadrian Wall? What Latin loan words in the English language do you know? 
4. Talk about Anglo Saxon invasion to the British Isles. Name seven Anglo-Saxon kingdoms on the territory of Britain and talk about their system of government (the Witan). Who were Scots and Picts? 
5. Talk about Alfred the Great – the most famous Anglo-Saxon king. Why was he called “the Great”? Vikings (Norsemen) in England. What is Danelaw? Alfred the Great and the pancakes. Poem “Danegeld” by R. Kipling. 
6. 1066 was a special year in the history of England. Talk about Edward the Confessor. Talk about 3 kings who wanted to get the English throne in 1066. 
7. Talk about the Battle of Hastings. Talk about the Bayeux Tapestry. Talk about the Norman Conquest. What were the political, social, economic, cultural and linguistic consequences of the Norman Conquest? 
8. Talk about the Royal House of Normandy and William I the Conqueror, the first king of the Norman dynasty. 
9. Talk about bilingualism in England. Give examples.
What French loan words in the English language do you know?
  
10. What is Domesday Book? When and why was it written? 
11. Henry II and Thomas Beckett. The Plantagenet Dynasty. The Royal House of Plantagenet. Pilgrimage to Canterbury Cathedral. “Canterbury Tales” by Geoffrey Chaucer 

12. John the Lackland. Magna Carta (The Great Charter).The main articles of Magna Carta.Who signed it? Where and when was it signed? How has it influenced the world democracies? 
     Poem “What Say the Reeds at Runnymede” by R.Kipling. 
          Additional (Bonus) Questions:
1. Name 4 main parts of the United Kingdom and their capitals 
2. What Germanic (Roman, Slavic) languages do you know? 
3. What is the difference between “channel” and “canal”? 
4. What separates Great Britain from the European Continent? 
5. What is the name of its narrowest part? 
6. Name the main political parties of Great Britain.
7. Talk about the legislative, executive and judicial power in Great Britain. What is constitutional monarchy?
8. What is British Commonwealth? What countries are the members of the British Commonwealth?
9. What are the main political parties of the USA? What are their symbols?
10. Talk about Rosa Parks and famous African Americans.
11. Talk about Martin Luther King and his famous speech “I Have a Dream.”

12. Talk about the Presidents’ Day.

13. Talk about St. Patrick’s Day. Legend of St. Patrick.

14. Talk about Christmas, Easter, Chinese New Year, Earth  

           Day, and Mother’s Day
Poems/Speeches
· Poem “What Say the Reeds at Runnymede” by R. Kipling  

· Poem “Danegeld” by R. Kipling 
· Poem “Children Learn What They Live” by Dorothy L. Nolte
· Poem “Dreams of the Children” by Jody Waitzman
· Two short poems by R. Kipling on British history
· Recite excerpts from the speech “I Have a Dream” by M.L.King
· Recite excerpts from the speech “Gettysburg Address” by Abraham Lincoln

 

 

