Britain in the Middle Ages

Royal House of Normandy – William I the Conqueror, and William II Rufus

Plantagenet Kings - Henry II, Richard I the Lion Heart, John the Lackland, Edward I the Hammer of Scots, Edward II, and Edward III
Magna Carta – the emergence of English Common Law (from precedent to precedent)

· The King was not to make the people pay taxes without the consent of the Great Council

· No one was to be punished for any wrongdoing without the proper trial according to the Law of Land.

In 1257 after a bad harvest King Henry III demanded the third of all English property. This aroused another riot. The barons came armed to the Parliament at Oxford and drew up the document “Provisions of Oxford” that gave some power to the knights.
In 1265 The Parliament was summoned with “Commons” represented in it - 2 knights from a shire and 2 merchants from a town. (as opposed to the House of Lords/Barons)

In 1295 new parliament with 2 chambers was established called Model Parliament.

Edward I (1272-1307) – fight for Wales and Scotland.

Title of Prince of Wales created in 1301. Wife – Eleanor of Castille.
“The Hammer of the Scots”

Scottish fight for freedom.  

The Stone of Scone – the Stone of Destiny from the Scone Abbey in Scotland.(1296)

William Wallace (“The Braveheart”) (1272-1305)
The Battle of Stirling Castle

He was betrayed, brought to London, tried at Westminster Hall, found guilty, beheaded and quartered. 
“While there are songs and stories in the English tongue; and Scotland will hold him dear while her lakes and mountains last” (Charles Dickens)
Robert Bruce was declared King of Scotland in 1306.
Edward II – the first “Prince of Wales” born on April 25th 1284 at
Caenarvon Castle in Wales

Conditions for this title (1301):

· born in Wales

· of royal blood

· never wronged any man in his life

· not able to speak a word of English
